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the negroes was at once turned into good and their direct refusal
into a double consent. As a result of this incident, no other
house was marked out or founded and no foundation laid, until
the tower was above one story high. When it had been built up
to this level, the surround of the castle was forthwith begun, for
which it was necessary to demolish some houses of the negroes,
and to this they and their women consented easily and without
taking offence in return for large reparations and the gifts which
were given to them. Then they began to need water urgently;
for they were unable to make use of the supply in the land and
near there, on account of the negroes guarding it continuously
and forbidding them to use it, and because they did not wish to
attack them and to take it by force. After having considered
many remedies, they were obliged by chance and, as it were,
miraculously to provide themselves with a supply elsewhere.
Though many of the people sickened and some died, the work
was pressed on so fast that within twenty days the walls of the
fortress were built up to their full height, and so was the tower,
and within many houses were finished. Then the fort was
assigned the name O Castello de Sam Jorge, as a mark of
respect to him who is the patron and protector of Portugal. But
afterwards, on the fifteenth day of March one thousand four
hundred and eighty-six, the king, being in Santarem, made it
by his letter patent a city with the privileges and preeminences
of a city. After the people as they wished had exchanged all their
merchandise, and after taxes had been decreed, since there was
gold in abundance, Diego da Azambuja set apart sixty men and
three women to remain with him, and he despatched all the
others; and they came to Portugal, bringing a long account of
everything that had occurred and happened, which he com-
manded to be given to the king. The captain remained in the
castle for two years and seven months, during which he set up a
gallows and a pillory and made other ordinances and agreements
with the negroes to the great honour and service of the king and
to the profit of the Casa and the fortress. When these things
were done, the king commanded him to come home, and, with-
out his asking, on his arrival conferred upon him great honour,
rewards and preferments; and this was the due reward of such